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Google hasn't had the luck when it comes to TV, but its recent effort, Chromecast has been a tumultuous success. The $35 HDMI key ended up being resold to almost everything else out there. It's a great and affordable way to bring additional content to the family's entertainment portfolio. There are currently no official specifications for Android TV and we are confident they will change as Android TV is still
in development and will not be available for sale until later this year. Physically, Android TV is a small box, less than half the size of a regular household router, and even small compared to other content and entertainment systems like the Xbox One and Sony PlayStation. Getting into the user experience, it's fast and fluid. This stems from Google Play's strengths while watching content, and it's easy to
navigate all features and apps. The controller we used for practical looks like a game controller, but like Android TV, it can also change as things develop. However, when the final product enters the market, it will have a number of apps ready to deliver content outside the Play Store. Netflix, Songza, YouTube, TuneIn and other common suspects already have their apps ready for you to purchase the
moment you take Android TV out of the box. For any of the billions of Android users on planet Earth, immersion in Android TV will be instantly familiar. We didn't hit any game because the volume on the TV was quirky and it was suggested that we keep the volume down. We have no reason to doubt the quality of the gameplay, though. There is no information on how Android TV will be priced or when it will
be available. However, given that there are no mechanical systems on board that entertainment boxes such as xbox one or Sony PlayStation should allow games to be downloaded on DVDs or discs, we expect the Android TV price point to be much lower than these systems. Subscribe to the newsletter! If you're an Android user, Android TV is a great way to bring your mobile OS (and your favorite apps) to
the big screen. And if you want more from your Android TV box, it's a collection of a few tips and tricks to help supercharge your experience. RELATED: What is Android TV, and which Android TV Box should I buy? If you're really looking for more information on Android TV (and what box you should buy), this post probably isn't for you... Still. First, I'd take a look at what Android TV is all about, as well as a
few recommendations from some of the best Android TV boxes on the market right now. Then, come back here and start setting up. Re-organize your apps RELATED: How to organize apps on Android TV 6.0 and above Just like on your phone, you can choose the order of your apps on Android TV if your box is running Android 6.0 and up. It's actually very easy to do: Long click the icon you want to move,
When the screen turns grey, move the icon around, use select to reset the icon. Hit Done. That's all there is to it. If you want to look more deeply at re-positioning home screen icons, check out our primer. Expand your device's memory RELATED: How to add more memory on android TV for apps and games If there's one negative thing to say about most Android TV boxes, it's that they don't have enough
internal storage. Fortunately, you can use an external hard drive on most Android TV boxes to add more memory, or even an SD card on certain models to make the expansion process even easier. Unfortunately, there is no blanket method - it all depends on what your device supports. The good news is that we have an excellent tutorial on adding an external hard drive to your Android TV unit, so you
should have no problem there. And if your device has an SD card slot, well, just leave one and format it as an internal memory using the bottom half of the above tutorial. Boom. Sideload Apps that are not in the Play RELATED Store: How Sideload Apps on Android TV One of the most aged things about Android is the flexibility to install available apps outside the official store - it's called side download.
While it's super simple on Android phones and tablets, it's a bit more confusing on Android TV. In short, you'll need to go to Settings &gt; Security &amp; Restrictions to enable Unknown Sources, then install ES File Explorer from the Play Store. From there, you can grab APK files from the Dropbox or Google Drive folder and install them right on the TV. Read our full tutorial for full step-by-step. Install Kodi
and use Add Ons RELATED: How to install and configure apps in Kodi If you really want to supercharge your Android TV, there's no better way to do it than using Kodi. While the app itself is under constant scrutiny for being labeled as a piracy app, it's actually a very powerful, legitimate media center app that can turn your Android TV unit into something good for something great. While we don't have a
message specifically aimed at Android TV, Kodi is basically the same on all compatible devices. You can install it directly from the Play Store and then use this post to learn about its additional system. Alternatively, you can also install Shield Android TV as a Plex Media server, which is very cool. Managing Android TV with your phone One of the main reasons I prefer Android TV is through Chromecast
because of its dedicated remote control – I just like being able to control it in a more traditional way. If you don't have a remote control, either it's lost or broken, however you're not entirely unlucky - you can actually control Android TV directly from your phone. Just install the remote control app control Android TV on your phone, light it up, connect to an Android TV box and bam, you just got a new remote
control. It's also a great way to type large lines of text using your phone's keyboard. Please. It's definitely not an all-all-end list of cool and and things you can do with Android TV, but rather shortlist some of the most useful features for both long and new users. In other words, if you're looking for up to your Android TV game, these tips are a great place to start. Installing an APK file on Android is as simple as
clicking a file from your phone. There are, however, a few things to consider before you can do it successfully. First, you need to prepare your phone's settings. Second, get the file on your Android. And finally find the file to open it. The information below should apply no matter who made your Android phone: Samsung, Google, Huawei, Xiaomi, etc. APK (Android Package Kit) - this is the type of file that
installs the android app. If you're tech savvy, it's like a file that you run to install programs on Windows or Mac (known as an executable file (EXE) for Windows or a Package Installer (PKG) for Mac). In this case, the APK file is just an installer file that you click to install apps on your Android device. Here's a simplified explanation of what APK is, but it helps you understand why tapping a file on your Android
device will install the app. If you've ever installed the Android app from the Google Play Store, you've actually already used an APK file without realizing it. When you click this green Install button, Google Play automates the process of transferring an APK file to your phone and running it for you. But what if the app you want to install isn't available on Google Play? That's when you have to take the matter
into your own hands. In this article, you'll learn three ways to run an APK installer file to install any app other than Google Play on your phone. Since your phone considers any app outside of Google Play an unknown app, you need to tell your phone so you can install unknown apps. Go to Settings. Tap Security (or Lock screen and security). Scroll down to Device Administration and turn on unknown
sources. Go to settings. Then apps and notifications. Select Install unknown apps (or Install other apps). Now that you've set up your phone to allow you to install unknown apps, you'll also need a way to find that app file (APK file) on your phone so you can run it. Android phones typically come with the File Manager app that you can use. But if you don't have one, open Google Play on your phone and you
can find File Manager. You will see many options. Some of the best options include: Cx File ExplorerEZ File ExplorerFile Manager Install any of these file managers so you can find the APK file after you've moved it to your phone. The easiest way to install an APK file on your Android is to download the file using your browser When you find a website with an Android app, you'll see a link to download the
APK file. You may see a pop-up asking if you want to allow your browser to store files in your phone's storage. Accept that. You will also be warning that this file type may harm your device. Just click OK to continue. If your phone's web browser doesn't allow you to open the file after downloading, open the installed File Explorer apps and go to the Downloads folder on your device. Tap the APK file. Allow the
app any necessary permissions it requests. Then, at the bottom of the installer window, click INSTALL. You'll see confirmation that the app is installed. You will now see an app available in your list of installed apps. If you don't have Internet access on your phone or for any other reason you can't use a web browser to download a file, you can still install apps from your computer. Using your computer's web
browser, download the APK just as described above. After you download it, you'll need to connect to your Android phone and upload the file. If you've never connected Android to your computer, you'll need to turn on USB debugging. Depending on how old your device is, there are two ways to do this. Android 4.1.x and below: click Settings, then tap the app, tap Development and finally turn on USB
debugging. Android 4.2.x and up: Click Settings, scroll down to About phone, and then tap Build number seven times. This enables the developer menu. Go to settings, tap Developer Options, and then tap USB Debugging. Turn on usb debugging check box. After that, you can connect the phone to your computer using a USB cable and it will mount the phone just as it will stick the memory. When you
connect your phone to your computer, it will appear as another drive in File Explorer on your computer. Move the APK file downloaded from the app's website to your phone. Locate the downloaded APK file on your computer. Right-click the file, and then click Copy. Expand each folder until you find the /sdcard/download folder. Paste the APK file into this folder. After you transfer the file, use the File
Explorer app on your phone, as described in the previous section, to tap the APK file and install the app. If you don't have a USB cable, another solution is to install a Wi-Fi FTP server from Google Play and then use an FTP client on your computer (like FileZilla) to transfer the APK file from your computer to the /sdcard/download folder on your phone. However, this is an extended option and requires an
understanding of how FTP files are. If for any reason the APK installer doesn't work when you tap it on your phone or the app launcher crashes and your phone isn't working correctly, there's an emergency, advanced solution that will work. You can install an APK file on your Android from your computer using a tool called Minimal ADB and Fastboot. First, you will need to follow the steps in the previous
section to phone via USB and enable USB debugging. Next, download and install the latest version of Minimal ADB and Fastboot on your computer. Start the tool, and a command window starts. Using your phone to your computer using a USB cable, type adb command devices. If the tool can detect your phone, you'll see the device ID listed under List of connected devices. Now you are ready to transfer
the APK file. Use Windows File Explorer to locate the downloaded APK file on your computer. Right-click the file, and then click Copy. Use Windows File Explorer to navigate to the Minimum ADB and Fasbtoot folders (typically c:\Program Files (x86)\Minimal ADB and Fastboot\). Paste the APK file into this folder. Rename the APK file to something short so that it can be easily entered as a command. Back in
the same command window you opened earlier, type adb install &lt;name-of-file.apk&gt;. Replace &lt;name-of-file.apk &gt; APK file name. When you see the word Success, the app is installed on your phone! There are many websites where you can find apps that are not Google Play to install. The three most popular are APK Pure, Reddit's APK catalog and Apk Mirror. Don't forget to do your research
before installing any app. Often, a quick Google search can tell you if an app (or company that makes an app) has a dubious reputation. Seriously, do your research before downloading and installing APK on your own Android device. Device. &lt;/name-of-file.apk&gt;&lt;/name-of-file.apk&gt;
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